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By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


ET others laud his brave exploits; 
He did his part 
With altimeter, wings, and guns, 
And complicated chart. 
I sing the happy boy I knew, 
Who like his Saviour daily grew 
In stature and in nobleness of heart. 


Let others tell of medals earned, 
Of honors won; 

I tell of something lately learned, 
Now the swift fight is done, 

Of how he led his gallant crew, 

Before that, last flight in the blue, 
To Jesus, every one. 


Let others sing the glories of 
An awful war; 
Let tyrants tremble as they sing, 
Both near and far. 
Out of its stark, black grief, for me 
There shines a lasting victory — 
His faith, his Christ, the only stedfast 
star. ye 


Disagreeing without Bitterness 
One of the tragedies of these days is 
the divisions among Christians. They 
are inevitable, but we need not rub salt 
in the wounds. Samuel Rutherford, who 
lived in the midst of controversy, had 
some strong words to say on this sub- 
ject: “To suffer when we enjoy the 
communion of the saints is not much; 
but it is hard when saints rejoice in 
the! suffering of saints, and redeemed 
ones hurt (yea, even go nigh to hate) 
redeemed ofies. . . . _The-saints are not 


Christ: there is no misjudging in Him; 
there is much in us; and a doubt it is, 
if we shall have fully one heart till 
we shall enjoy one Heaven. Our star- 
light hideth us from ourselves, and 
hideth us from one another, and Christ 
from_us all. But He will not be hidden 
from us. I shall wish that all the sons 
of our Father in that land were of one 
mind, and that they be not shaken nor 
moved from the truth once received. 
Christ was in that. Gospel, and Christ 
is the same now that He was in the 
Prelates’ time. That Gospel cannot sink; 
it will make you free, and bear you out. 

. Oh! what then is the King in His 


~ 


Triune Praise 


own land, where there is such a throne, 
so many King’s palaces, ten thousand 
thousands of crowns of glory that want 
heads yet to fill them? Oh, so much 
leisure as shall be there to sing! Oh, 
such. a tree as groweth there in the 
midst of that Paradise, where the in- 
habitants sing eternally under its 
branches!” In the meantime, let us 
earnestly seek to keep out of our dis- 
agreements “all bitterness, and wrath, 
and anger, and clamour, and evil speak- 
ing,” and to heed Paul’s’ admonition: 
“Be ye kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” 


in the Psalms 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


HE New Testament is full of in- 

timations of the doctrine of the 

Trinity as “elect according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, 
through sanctification of the Spirit, unto 
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus Christ.” 

Even in the Old Testament there are 
similar ones: “I will mention the lov- 
ingkindnesses of the Lord, ... he was 
their Saviour ... in his love and in his 
pity he redeemed them. . . . But/ they 
rebelled, and vexed his Holy Spirit” 
(Isa. 63:'7-10). 

The blessing imposed on the high 
priest was cast in triune form: 

The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: 

The Lord make his face shine upon thee; 

and be gracious unto thee: 

The Lard lift up his countenance upon 

thee, and give thee peace. 





The Psalms repeatedly use triple ex- 
pressions of praise, although,.of course, 
‘there is nothing exclusive in this. The 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Behold, I am with thee, and 
will keep thee in all places whither 
thou goest, and will bring thee 
again ifto this land; for I will not 
leave thee, until I have done that 
which I have spoken to thee of” 
(Gen. 28:15). 











doxologies that close each book of the 
Psalms, for example, appear to express 
praise in this form. Thus: 


Psalm 41:13: 


Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: from 
everlasting, and to everlasting. 

Amen, and 

Amen, 


Psalm 72:17. Here the concluding 
praise is obviously threefold: 
His name shall endure for ever: 
His name’ shall be continued: as long as 
the sun: 
And men shall. be blessed in him: all 
nations shall cali ,yhim blessed. 


Blessed be the Lord God, the God of 
Israel, who only doeth wondrdus things. 

And blessed be his glorious name for 
ever: 

And let the whole srs be filled with his 
glory. 


Psalm 89:52 has the simple finale of 


the first book: 


Blessed be the Lord for ever more. 
Amen, and 
Amen, 


Psalm 106, which closes the fourth 
book, has the threefold benediction: 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from 

everlasting to everlasting: 

And let the people say, Amen. 

Praise ye the Lord. 

In the 150th Psalm, which closes the 
Psalter, we have first an opening triad: 

Praise ye the Lord. 

Praise God in his sanctuary: 

Praise him in the fimnament of his os (ton 
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Then comes a strophe with but two 
phrases followed by a triple antistrophe 
of double phrase which gives full or- 
chestration: 
Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: 
praise him with the psaltery and harp. 
Praise him with the timbrel and dance: 
praise him with stringed instruments 
and organs. 
Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise 
him upon the high sounding cymbals. 
Then the epode — all stops pulled out: 
Let .every thing that hath breath praise 
the Lord. Praise ye the Lord. 
It is the perfection of arrangement, a 
worthy close to God’s gift of the Psalms. 





There is nothing rigid or invariable 
Wall this. Nevertheless, in the light of 
the New Testament, one gets the im- 
pression that this constant threefold 
phrasing has spiritual and theological 
significance. In the vision, in Isaiah 6, 
of the temple of Heaven, the seraphim 
are depicted with six wings. “With 
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twain he covered his face, and with 
twain he covered his feet, and with 
twain he did fly.” Their cry was a Ter 


- Sanctus, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of 


hosts.” So it was of the Lord in His 
Jerusalem Temple among the cherubim ! 


The Lord — reigneth; let the people 
tremble: 

He sitteth between the cherubims; let the 
earth be moved. 

The Lord is great in Zion; and he is high 
above all the people. 


Then comes the Thrice Holy (vs. 3, 5, 
9), the earthly echo of the heavenly 
one: 


Let them praise thy great and terrible 
name; for it is holy. 

Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worship 
at his footstool; for he is holy. 

Exalt the Lord our God, and worship at 
his holy hill; for the Lord our God is 
holy. 





The earliest of all the Psalms, Psalm 
90, the Prayer of Moses, begins with 
(Continued on page 592) 











Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


The 120 Years of Genesis 6 


I have been reading the Tmves for 
about twenty-five years and have a high 
regard for its opinion on any matter. I 
do not think, however, that you are in- 
fallible, so I try to think for myself as 
I read. 

In your “Questions for Teacher and. 
Class” on the lesson for July 8th this 
question was asked: “How many years 


wicked antediluvian world?” Your an- 
swer was one hundred and twenty. 
I thought that was correct until some 


Please read again Genesis 5:32; 7:6; 11: 
10. If those verses do not show that the 
ark was built in less than a hundred 
years, please explain why. The chrono- 


95 years.—A North Carolina reader. 


The Tres agrees that it is not infal- 
lible, and that readers should think for 
themselves, as the’ Bereans, who “re- 
ceived the word with all readiness of 
mind, and searched the scriptures daily, 
whether. those things were so” (Acts 
19: 135 * 


It is probable that two different prob- 
lems are referred to in the North Caro- 
lina reader’s letter: The period of time 
given to man to repent, and the number 
of years required to build the ark. There 
is good authority for believing that the 
“hundred and twenty years” of Genesis 
6:3 refers not to the age of individual 


men, but to the time that God graciously | 


gave to the race to repent. “According 
to Philo, Josephus, and others, along 


with. Knobel, it means that henceforth 


the period of human life shall be reduced 
to one hundred and twenty years. (See 
in Knobel a series of quotations from 
the views of the ancients respecting thes 
life-endurance of man, p. 83). Accord- 
ing to the Targums, Luther, and many 
others, as well as Delitzsch and Keil, 
God appoints a reprieve of grace for 
one hundred and twenty years, which is 
yet to be granted to men. Beyond a 
doubt this is the correct view; since the 
age of the first patriarchs after the flood 
extends much beyond one hundred and 
twenty years. Another reason is, that 
the supposed shortening of life would 
be no countervailing rule bearing a pro- 
portion to the obduracy of the race, 
whilst the time-reckoning agrees with 
the other hypothesis, if we assume that 
Noah received this revelation twenty 
years before the time given, ch. v. 32, in 
order that he might announce it as a 
threatening of judgment to his contem- 
poraries” (Lange) .1 b 


On the same passage, Jamieson, Faus- 
set, and Brown, who evidently con- 
sulted. some, of the same sources as 
Lange, have this comment; “fosephus, 
and most of the old commentators, with 
Tuch, Baumgarten, Hupfeld, Knobel, 
Ewaid amongst the modern, consider 
these words as intimating that the life 
of man, instead of being, as hitherto, 
continued to a patriarchal longevity, was 
to be reduced to a comparatively orief 





2A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures: 
Critical, Doctrinal and Homiletical, with Spe- 
cial Reference to Ministers and Students,” by 


, John Peter Lange, D.D., Professor in Ordinary 


of Theology in the University of Bonn (Scrib- 
ners, N. Y., 1872). 
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period; that the withdrawal of the 


vivifying Spirit of God, in consequence . 


of human transgression, would render 
man a frail, short-lived creature on 
earth, and hence the duration of his 
mortal existence would be limited to 
120 years. This explanation, however, 
is objectionable, on the ground that it 
is not consistent with the facts of the 
sacred history, for the age of many of 
the post-diluvian patriarchs exceeded 
that specified time —viz., Noah and his 
sons lived much longer after the flood 
— Arphaxad, 530 years (ch. xi. 13); 
Salah, 403 (ch. xi. 15); Eber, 430 (ch. xi. 
17); Ab?aham, 175 (ch. xxv. 7); Isaac, 
180 (ch. xxxv. 28); Jacob, 147 (ch. xlvii. 
28); and after the time of Moses the 
life of man was gradually shortened, 
and reduced farther and farther, till it 
was fixed at the normal standard of 
threescore years and ten. The 120 years, 
therefore, cannot refer to any alteration 
in the length of human life, but to a 
respite granted to mankind from an 
awful judgment, and to the limitation of 
the season of grace to that number of 
years. This is the opinion of Onkelos, 
‘Luther, Calvin, Ranke, Keil, Kurtz, and 
Hengstenberg. Is accords with the tenor 
of Scripture, which describes the periéd 
allotted for repentance and reformation 
as ‘the longsuffering of God in the days 
of Noah’ (1 Pet. 3:19, 20); and well 
might it be designated a period of ‘long- 
suffering,’ for, as has been well observed, 
the probationary term afforded to the 
antediluvians was three times greater 
than the time’ of trial to the Jews in the 


_ wilderness, and to the same people after 


the crucifixion till the destruction of 
Jerusalem. It may be inferred from data 
in this history, that the announcement 
of the predicted doom of the antedi- 
luvian race was made to Noah in the 
four hundred and eightieth year of his 
age, after which he becamé ‘a preacher 
of righteousness.’ ” 


There still remains the problem, out- 
lined in the above letter, of the length 
of time required to build the ark. The 
reader evidently arrives at 95 years by 
subtracting B.C. 2353 from B.C. 2448, the 
dates given: at the top of the middle 
columns of. references in the Scofield 
Reference Bible at chapters 6 and 7. 
The Scripture itself does not clearly say, 
in sO many words, how long it took 
Noah to build the ark. One may infer 
from Genesis 5:32 (“And Noah was five 
hundred years old .. .”), and Genesis 
7:6 (“And Noah was six hundred years 
old ...”) that it took him exactly one 
hundred years. But if we grant that 
the announcement of the “hundred and 
twenty years” came twenty years before 
he was five hundred years old, and infer 
that he began building the ark at once, 
then :it took him one hundred and twenty 
years. The length of time is not given 
in Hebrews.11:7, or 1 Peter 3:20, the 
two New., Testament. passages - which 
speak of the building of the ark. 
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The Church That Betame Desperate 


professed a conviction that the days 

of revival are past.: But the evi- 
dences are allied against such convic- 
tion, as more and more churches are 
experiencing revival. As yet it is spas- 
modic and seen here and there, but it 
is revival nevertheless. It proves that 
God still desires to revive the Body of 
Christ, also that He still has a place for 
God-called, Spirit-filled evangelists. For 
His glory, we want to share with others 
the story of the revival that God gave 
us. We do not purpose to discuss here 
the Scriptural means of revival, but only 
to illustrate the truth. 


CxuurcH BEecoMES DESPERATE 


Though this church has always been 
sound in the fundamental doctrines, and 
deeply spiritual, it seemed impossible 
to stem the tide of worldliness and back- 
sliding that was sweeping over us. It 
was evident that the whole church was 
slipping and all were conscious of it. 
There was a continual falling away. 
Good meetings and conferences were 
held as choice servants of God came 
and went. Converts were won and be- 
came followers of the Lord, but the 
number was startlingly small. Yet, has 
God not promised, “When the enemy 
shall come in like a flood, the spirit of 
“the Lord shall lift up a standard against 
him”? (Isa. 59:19.) That is exactly what 
happened in the past two years. 

At one time during our ministry here 
the church seemed to come up to the 
threshold of revival, when we could 
even hear the movement of the impend- 
ing “showers of blessing,” but only the 
“mercy drops” fell. This was not the 
fault of the evangelists nor the Bible 
teachers, nor was it that God did not 
want to send a revival; the church was 
not ready for revival. : 


Se of our Christian brethren have 


PRAYER WARRIORS BATTLE ON THEIR KNEES 


As time went on the more spiritual 
element of the church was heard to say, 
“We must have revival or we cannot 
survive.” Much fervent prayer was 
made by the “prayer warriors.” There 
has been a group of men representing 
many. professions (farmers, . barber, 
clothier, pipeliners, mechanics, plumber, 
foundrymen, machinists, undertaker, and 
clergy) who had been meeting every 
Monday night for years, for prayer and 
testimony, song and praise. The num- 
ber would range between ten and twen- 
ty-five, with fifteen a good average. 
They laid hold upon God and refused 
to let go until He blessed them. These 
men were augmented by others at the 
midweek prayer meeting. Truly the 
saints besieged the throne of'God for 
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CesT ON, MAIPREV, KENNETH R. BLISS 


This thrilling story of what actu- 
ally happened in a church that de- 
termined to have revival makes a 
good supplement to the r<cent series 
of ten editorials on revival (/4.pril 
14 to July 14) by Dr. Ernest M. 
Wadsworth. Here one sees the 
effect in practice of many of the 
principles that Dr. Wadsworth out- 
lined in his articles. The conditions 
described by Mr. Bliss, which existed 
before the revival came to his 
church, are much like those found 
in hundreds of churches throughout 
our land today. Therefore his story 
ought to be encouraging to other 
pastors and people who are longing 
for the showers of blessing in their 
own churches. . 

This article may be had in leaflet 
form from the Rev. Kenneth R. Bliss, 
Box 224, Martinsville, Il. 








revival. God answered prayer first by 
sending revival into the men’s prayer 


meeting, and then it was felt among the 


other groups. 
Gop SENDS THE EVANGELIST 


The evangelist who had been dated for 
the fall campaign was taken seriously 
ill, having to cancel his engagements. 
It looked as if we would not be able 
to engage a man on such short notice; 
but as the matter was pressed on a man 
whom God had so wonderfully used both 
in the pastorate and in the evangelistic 
field, at home and abroad, he became 
convinced that it was God’s will to come 
here. As he prayed over several invi- 
tations he felt definitely led here. Thus 
Dr. Harry McCormick Lintz became our 
evangelist. 

As time for the Victory Crusade drew 
near, prayer warriors became more and 
more convinced of what God was going 
to do, but the skies became darker and 
heavy clouds hung over us. Satan thrust 
an epidemic of flu upon the community. 
One of our ladies said: “The first few 
nights of the Crusade the skies were 
solid brass. I have never known a time 
in all my days in this church when it 
was so dark and heavy.”. Satan was at 
his best; he was putting up his last 
struggle to prevent a revival in this 
community. 

The burden that prayer warriors had 
asked for became heavier and heavier, 
almost, too much to be borne. But no 
revival is born without a burden for 
souls. It is a great sign when Satan 
opens an offensive; usually there is a 
great blessing in store for the one who 
prevails in prayer. 

More than 60 people took 15-minute 
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periods for prayer during the Crusade, 
making a chain of prayer from early 
morning until after meeting time at 
night. One prayer warrior testified, “I 
received such a blessing out of the meet- 
ings because I have prayed more than 
ever before.” 


ReEvIvAL CoMES 


On the second Sunday of the Victory 
Crusade the pastor was supplying the 
pulpit of the Rev. Lloyd Tebo, the song 
leader. When he returned the follow- 
ing day, it seemed that everyone was 
anxious to tell him what had taken 
place. “It has happened, revival haz 
come!” they were all saying. It had. 
Little things that stood in the way had 
been cleaned up; old scores had been 
erased. Though most of these things 
were minor, they had prevented revival. 
During the morning service individuals 
had gone to each other and asked for- 
giveness. Mr. Wet Eyes had come to 
church again. From that time, people 
were at the altar seeking salvation, res- 
toration, or in dedication. There were 
some at the altar every service. It was 
proved to us that atheists, unbelievers, 
thieves, or drunkards cannot keep a re- 
vival from a church, but one Christian 
with sin in his heart and life can rob 
a whole community of the blessing.. No 
church with trouble or sin among its 
members need expect revival. God will 
not, send it. 


Harp Men Turn To Gop 


Many of the men employed by an oil 
company on the “Tank Farm,” which has 
been noted for several things: namely, 
a pumping station and storage center 
for oil, as well as an ungodly place with 


drinking and gambling as the chief - 


pastime. One of the “pipeliners,” who 
had backslidden under the influence of 


the place, came back to the Lord and | 
was restored in fellowship. He became - 


a flaming fire for the Lord. Soon after 
his father was saved and his sailor- 
brother restored. I met a man from the 
‘pipe line office who said to. me, “If I 
had been told when I came here to 
work that those gambling parties would 
turn into prayer meetings, I would have 
told them they were crazy, but I have 
seen it with my own eyes.” We will 


tell you later of this man coming under. 


conviction and making peace with God. 

Conviction was on every hand, and: 
some were asking, “What must I do?” 
Men actually came into a place of busi- 
ness owned by one of the prayer war- 
riors and asked him these very words, 
“What must I do to be saved?” ‘He says 


that he had that experience again this ~ 


year. Praise God for businessmen who 


can give an answer and lead men to’ 


Christ! . 
Conviction was so great that on. two 
occasions during the after-service men 


called from their place in the pews, ask- ‘ 


ing for prayer; both were saved: Peo- 
ple were saved before and after meet- 
ing. Folks were seeking out their 
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neighbors and friends and bringing them 
to Christ. One young man told his 
mother that she was wasting her time 
praying for him and refused to attend 
service. Yet he could not remain away, 
and was genuinely converted. When I 
bade him good-by as he left for the 
Army, he said, “It’s all different since 
I was saved!” AsI pen this a year later 
he lies wounded in a hospital in France. 
What a joy to know that he has a 
Saviour ! 

Truly God has spoken again, “Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the Lord.” One of the outstand- 
ing characteristics of this revival, seen 
in both Victory Crusades, was the quiet- 
ness, so much, so that the least little 
noise became very disturbing. Those 
services which were the most blessed 
seemed to be under a holy calm. And 
in this stillness the Holy Spirit brought 
men under mighty conviction. 


Many Curtpren Accept CHRIST 


Needless to say, in a revival like this 
many children came-to the Saviour. The 
meetings during the first Crusade were 
under the direction of the Rev. Lloyd 
Tebo, of Geneva, Ill. Many of these 
young people have taken an active part 
in the younger youth groups and many 
as young church members. This last 
year Jimmie Davis had the boys and 
girls in the “Jim Club.” The attendance 
could not be improved upon much, be- 
cause nearly every child who was not 
sick attended. Many. were saved, and 
now. the boys’ and girls’ work is heart- 
ening indeed. Some of them have un- 
saved parents. They need our prayers. 


CoNvIcTION CONTINUES 


The evangelist went elsewhere, and 
we thank God for his Spirit-filled min- 


’ istry, which was to the natural mind 


phenomenal, but to the spiritual mind 
was the work of the Holy Spirit. We 
praise God that the revival did not stop; 
large numbers were received into the 
mémbership both by letter and baptism, 
and others continued to come throughout 
the year. Before the evangelist left he 
was urged by the church to return the 
following « year. 

Later our hearts were gladdened° by 
two incidents relative to the first meet- 
ing. ‘During the time of revival here 
a Liberty ship was plowing slowly 
through the sea,-one of a large convoy 
nearing ‘the Italian coast. Torpedo 
planes attacked the convoy, an engage- 
ment in which three ships were lost. 
During the attack the sailor -brother, 
previously. mentioned, “got right with 
the Lord.” Attacked again, the entire 
gun-crew prayed, and to their amaze- 
ment saw a-.torpedo miss the bow by 
about twenty feet. When he arrived in 
home port there were letters. telling of 
his. brother’s restoration and his dad’s 
conversion. A bit later we had the joy 
of leading his Roman Catholic wife into 
the joy of sins forgiven and assurance 
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of salvation. Now the whole family 
are believers. God’s conviction is not 
bound by the walls of a church or the 
boundaries of a community when people 
are really on praying terms with God, 
but can span the trackless sea. 

The other incident was that of an 
elderly man, well in the sunset years 
of his life, who was awakened at four 
o’clock one morning tremendously un- 
der conviction and there alone received 
the Lord. His first act in the morning 
was to tell his friends the good news. 
He was later baptized. 

Prayer warriors received such a bless- 
ing in the pre-prayer services that they 
have continued them, coming a half hour 
early Sunday nights to pray for the 
service and the pastor. 


Union CRUSADE PLANNED 


Members of the Methodist Church, led 
by their pastor, asked if they could not 
join us in the next meeting, so an 
evangelistic committee was formed and 
began arranging for a union meéting. 
The high school auditorium was engaged, 
providing more seating space than any 
church could furnish, this having been 
taxed to capacity the previous year. 

Prayer warriors in both churches 
prayed much that the revival would 
continue, and that the community would 
be stirred in a greater way than before. 
Union prayer meetings were held during 
the last month before the campaign; in 
fact, real revival was experienced in 
each of them. 

The evangelist returned and the meet- 
ings opened with the spirit of conviction 
that prevailed throughout the year. He 
began where he left off the year before, 
giving the invitation from the first. 
Choir members came early to be sure of 
a seat in the choir, which was made up 
of sixty voices. Not all could get seats 
then. 

The key to the blessing, the key to 
any real revival, was seen in one of the 
schoolrooms above the auditorium. Each 
evening at seven that room was packed 
with prayer warriors. The warriors be- 
gan arriving to pray before the set time 
and were there every -night. Those 
who came after 7.15 had to stand for 
the prayer service, all the seats having 
been taken. In that room sectarianism 
was forgotten and the saints were at 
home. There was a unity in prayer 
that we had never before experienced. 

Space will not permit this scribe to 
write all the outstanding incidents, but 
one was particular. At the close of the 
after-service one night a man hurried 
to the platform to speak to the minis- 
ters. “There is a man out at the Tank 
Farm,” he said, “who needs someone 
desperately. We have atrangéd for a 
man to go out with us to ‘take over 
while you see him.” The first impres- 
sion was that an accident had befallen 
someone. It was the man who had : seen 
groups of gamblers turn into prayer 
groups seeking the Lord. He had" ¢ome 
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to this brother saying that he could not 
stand working the night through without 
help. Prayer had prevailed and con- 
viction had struck. His own testimony 
was that he had been Watching one of 
the men working with him and his life 
had brought on the conviction that some- 
thing was lacking in his own. Where 
revival spread among the work gangs 
and their “bosses” last year it was get- 
ting into the offices this year. “Bosses” 
seeking their workmen for Christ is a 
great sight. 


Now the Methodist Church has a men’s 
prayer meeting and the two groups visit 
each other for mutual help. Both 
churehes received large numbers into 
their membership. 


It goes without saying that the day of 
old-fashioned revivals is not past. A 
church can have revival when Chris- 
tians become desperate. This revival 
certainly was “high pressure,” but it was 
the pressure of the Holy Spirit and not 
of men. The revival was born of prayer; 
cradled in tireless work of consecrated 
lives,.and nurtured with the teaching 
and preaching of God’s infallible Word. 
The same thing can happen in any 
church and any community. May God 
move many a church and pastor to be- 
come desperate before Him. The bur- 
den will be heavy and there will be a 
price to pay, but the results are worth 
all it costs and more. 


MARTINSVILLE, ILL. 
we 


Triune Praise in the Psalms . 
(Continued from second page) 
a triple formulation of praise (v. 2), and 


_ends with a triple appeal (v. 17): 


Before the mountains were brought forth, 
Or ever thou hadst formed the earth 
and the world, 
Even from everlasting to everlasting, thou 
art God. ~ 
And let the beauty of the Lord our God 
be: upon us: " 
And establish thou the work of our hands 
upon us; 
Yea, the work of our hands establish thou 
it. 
(The beauty of the Lord suggests the 
altogether lovely Christ: the established 
work of the Christian man’s hands is 
the fruit of the Spirit.) 
——EE 


To Moses the Lord revealed Himself 
as “merciful and gracious, longsuffering, 
and abundant in goodness and truth” 
(Exed. 34:6), and the 103rd Psalm is an 
expansion of this theme. It begins and 


closes with a threefold exhortation to . 


praise: 
. Bless-the Lord, O my soul: 
And all that is within me, bless his holy 
name. 
Bless. the Lord,.O my soul, and forget not 
all his benefits. 


- Bless the Lord, ye his: angels, that excel 
in, strength, that do his commandments, 
hearketiing unto the voice of his word: 
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Bless ye the Lord, all ye his hosts; ye 
ministers of his, that do his pleasure. 
Bless the Lord, all his works in all places 
of his dominion: bless the Lord, O my 

soul. 





The threefold repetition in the 42nd 
Psalm (vs. 5, 11, and 43:5): 

Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and 
why art thou disquieted in me? hope 
thou in God: for I shall yet praise him 

_ for the help of his countenance 

is a triple petition for God’s mercy, as 
the diminutive Psalm 117 is a triple 
ascription of praise: 

O praise the Lord, all ye nations: 

Praise him, all ye people. For his merci- 

’. ful kindness is great toward us: and the 
truth of the Lord endureth for ever. 

Praise ye the Lord. 

In Psalm 46:10 God is represented as 

speaking with threefold utterance: 


Be still, and know that I am God: 
I will be exalted among the heathen, 
I will be exalted in the earth. 


(To be continued next week) 
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Hints From the Hebrew 
By H. Framer Smith, Ph.D., Th.D., D.D. 


A side light on the International 
Uniform Lesson in this issue 


Genesis 28:11—The Hebrew reads: 
“And he encountered the place, and he 
lodges there, because gone (was) the 
sun. And he took from the stones of 
the place and he put at his head; and 
he lay down in this very place.” “En- 
counter” is pagha‘ which, in Isaiah 53: 
12; Jeremiah 7:16; 27:18; 36:25, is-ren- 
dered to make intercession. Jacob was 
petitioning God for “the (very) place,” 
despite his dullness in discerning it (cf. 
note on v. 16). 

Put them for his pillows. Hebrew 
does not so say. It reads, “He put at 
his head.” Verse 18 says it was “a stone.” 
“For his pillows” is an interpretation, 
not a translation. : 

_ In that place. Twice we read “the 
place” (in v. 11), and four times. “the 
‘this place” (vs. 11, 16, 17, 19): Hebrew, 
“the place the this.” In verse 13 it is 
“the earth”; in verse 15, “the soil.” This 
divine emphasis upon a given site should 
not be overlooked. God had the place 
of blessing which Jacob “encountered” 
‘ (quested): despite immediate ignorance 
of the fact, Jacob was there! 

. Verse 12—And he dreamed, and be- 
hold a ladder set up on the earth, and 
the top of it reached to heaven: and 
behold the angels of God ascending and 
‘descending on it. “Ladder” is sullam, 
‘from the verb salah: “to raisé or cast 
“up”; Arabic, “to connect or link to- 
gether.” The form of “erected” (Hophal 
[passive] participle) shows that God, not 
man, erected the ladder. ~ 
~ Verse 13.—Stood above it. Hebrew 
has nitztzabh, the Niphal (passive) par- 
ticiple of natzabh: “to set over; ‘to* be 
Placed over; to be appointed over (as 
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in charge).” The participle reveals God 
as the Set Over One—the Officer in 
command of the erected ladder and the 
moving angels. 

I... thou. Both personal pronouns, 
ani (i), a shortened form of ’anokhi, and 
‘attah (thou) are in the emphatic posi- 
tion. “I (am) the Lord God... the 
land whereon thou art lying .. .” 

Verse 14.—Shall be... . shalt spread. 
The first is hayetha: “shall become.” 
The second is paratz: “to break forth 
(as a child in birth); to tear down.” 
Jewish propagation is irresistible. ° 
Verse 15.—I with thee. I is ’anokhi, 


-and in the emphatic position. Am is 


omitted, since to insert it would mean 
“I shall become.” The Lord is already 
with Jacob. 

Will keep thee... Keep: is shamar: “to 
keep in the sense of guarding, preserv- 
ing, protecting.” 

This land. Hebrew reads, ha’adhama 
hazz’oth: literally, “the soil the this.” 
Verse 14 also has ha’adhama for “earth” 
(not ha’aretz). 

Spoken. Hebrew: “to make a pro- 
nouncement.” The*Hebrew idiom for 
“until” (‘adh ’asher ’im) indicates that 
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there will be no cause for God’s leaving 
Israel. He will accomplish His pro- 
nouncement, thus leaving no accasion 
for abandoning Israel. 


Verse 16.—Surely.-Hebrew has ’akhen 
yesh: the first of the two words means 
“surely, truly, certainly.” It is derived 
from kun, meaning “to stand”; in the 
Arabic it means “to exist.” The second 
word is an adverb derived from yashah 
(“to be, to exist, to subsist”): it means 
“there is” in the strong sense of “thére 
exists.” “In subsisting reality (Jehovah) 
does exist in this place.” 

I knew it not. Hebrew has yadka'ti: 
“I know experientially; I get to know.” 
The ti of our word is I. But emphatic 
*anokhi is added. “I myself did not get 
to know.” 


Verse 17.—Afraid . . 5 dreadful. Both 
are forms of. the verb yare’: “to fear; to 
stand in awe of; to reverence.” It is 
not terror but godly fear that takes 
hold on Jacob. 

This is none other but. Hebrews reads 
“nothing this except.” Nothing is ’en, 
a negative like the affirmative yesh, 

(Continued on page 602) 


Why Not Try Written Work? 


It may solve discipline and study problems in your class 


HERE were ten boys in my Junior 

class, all between: the ages of nine 
and eleven. Edwin, a fine looking ten- 
year-old boy, stood out from all the rest. 
He had been taught the Bible thoroughly 
in his home, and no matter what ques- 
tion was asked, he was always ready 
with an answer. 

Did I hear someone say, “That’s fine! 
I’d like to have a boy like that in my 
‘class’? It was grand to get answers 
ta my. class questions, but gradually I 
realized that Edwin was doing all the 
talking.and the other members of the 
class very rarely volunteered any ideas 
of their own. They didn’t feel it was 
necessary to study the-lesson .since Ed- 
win could answer all. the. questions. 


“They were also afraid. of not. being able 


to do as well as Edwin. 

I..had always looked upon the idea 
of written work.as being too much like 
grade school, but I decided to try it as 
‘a means of getting the other boys to 


‘express themselves. Each boy was 


given a notebook. in which he was to 
write in his own words the central idea 
of the lesson. Then, in a few more 
words, he gave his own thoughts as to 
‘how the_lesson could be carried out in 
his own life. Two.or three of the boys 
drew. pictures suggesting ways of work- 
ing the lesson into their everyday lives. 
After fifteen minutes of this written 
work, the boys were more eager to. par- 
Belpdtg, “in class discussions. 


By SARAH PRICE 


Every three weeks I conducted a lit- 
tle written quiz to see how much my 
boys were remembering, how much was 
actually “sinking in.“ To my surprise 
there was no resentment of the quiz, but 
they rather liked it as it gave them a 


*chance to prove that they, too, knew 


something. The quiz gave me a chance 
to see who was studying the lesson and 
who was just letting the weeks slip by. 
Then, too, the fact that they had occa- 
sional quizzes made Sunday school seem 
more important to the boys. It became 
important for them to study the Sun- 


‘day school lesson. 


Some Sundays I made written work 
seem like play by making small cross- 
word puzzles based on the lesson. The 
boys took great pride in seeing who 
would. be first to finish his puzzle, and 
several boys attempted puzzles of their 
own. I used these whenever I. could 
and encouraged more original work. 


Busy hands and busy minds do not 


make mischief, and my discipline prob-‘ 


lems began to disappear. We kept the 
100 percent attendance banner with us 
for a long time and gained several new 
members. Edwin ‘is still the brightest 
boy in the class, but he no longer has 
a monopoly on class recitation, and no 
one has a chance to resent him. Each 
boy takes part in discussions and is 
very proud of his notebook. © 
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LESSON 8. AUGUST 19. JACOB REALIZES THE PRESENCE OF GOD 


International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 27 and 28; printed text, Genesis 28:10-22 
Golden Text.—The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth.—Psa. 145:18 


Kinc James Version 

Gen. 28:10 And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went 
toward Haran. 

11 And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all 
night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that 
place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place 
to. sleep. 

12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, 
and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of 
God ascending and descending on it. f 

13 And, behold, the Lorp stood above it, and said, I am the 
Lorn God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land 
whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; 

14 And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou 
shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, 
and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed. 

15 And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places 


. whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; 


for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have 
spoken to thee of. : 


16 And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the 
Lorp is in this place; and I knew it not. 

17 And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! 
this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of 
heaven. 

18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone 
that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and 
poured oil upon the top of it. 

19 And he called the name of that place Beth-el: but the name 
of that city was called Luz at the first. 

20 And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, 


and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread. 


to eat, and raiment to put on, 

21 So that I come again to my father’s house in peace; then 
shall the Lorpj be my God: 

22 And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God’s 
house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the 
tenth unto thee. } 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 

Approach to the Lesson 
WN THE life of Jacob we see exempli- 
I fied a saint under the discipline of 

God, a man of conflicting emotions 
and often, unhappily, of mixed motives. 
He was, nevertheless, throughout all the 
years of his maturity, one who valued 
the things of God and appreciated the 


“eovenanted blessings promised to Abra- 


ham and his seed. Named a “sup- 
planter,” or “heel-catcher,” which is the 
literal meaning of “Jacob,” because of 
what took place at his birth (Gen. 25: 
25, 26; Hos. 12:3), he manifested the same 
traits of crafty self-interest in many 
things, and yet we see him a chastened 
man at the last, to whom. the things of 
God were very real and precious. The 
truth ‘of the two natures in the believer 
is evidenced in his experiences in a very 
definite manner: the old Jacob nature 
in conflict with the Israel nature, so 
that at times we see the former domi- 
nating his ways and at other times the 
new life is graciously manifested. 
There is one chapter of Genesis for 
which we shall have to wait until’ we 
get home to Heaven; the chapter that will 
tell us what God ‘would have done had 


‘Jacob. and his mother, Rebekah, been 


content to wait upon the Lord and not 


have resorted to a fleshly and deceitful 


expedient in order to make sure of the 
blessing of Abraham, as handed on by 
Isaac. They used carnal means for a 
spiritual end. But God overruled and 
saw that-His purpose was carried out 
in spite of their failure. However, the 
chastening of Jacob was long and severe. 
He left his home to go to his Uncle 
Laban for a few days (chap. 27:44), but 
he was destined to remain there twenty 
years, and he never saw his mother again. 
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The Historical Setting 


Hearing Isaac’s request of Esau that 
he obtain venison and prepare it in a 
way his father’s appetite craved it, Re- 
bekah, fearful that her favorite son, 
Jacob, who had been marked out by 
God as heir of the promise, would miss 
the blessing of Abraham, persuaded the 
younger son to agree to deceive the 
father and so obtain it surreptitiously. 
The plot su¢ceeded, but incurred the 
bitter anger of Esau, as a result of which 
Jacob fied to the former home of his 
mother in order to escape being put to 
death. It was on his way to Padan-aram 
that the events of our lesson occurred. 


Verse by Verse 


Gen. 28:10.—“Jacob went out from 
Beer-sheba, and went toward -Haran.” 
What makes this incident J] the more 
touching and remarkable is the solemn 
fact that this journey of Jacob’s was 
necessitated by his own crookedness and 
double-dealing. If he had not deceived 
his father and in that way affronted his 
brother Esau, God would have under- 
taken for him in His own wondrous way. 
But by his trickery Jacob made a bitter 
enemy of Esau, for the time at least, 
and so was obliged to flee from his home 
in order to save his life (see chap. 27: 
41-46). 


Verse 11.—“He lighted upon a certain 
place, and tarried there all night, ... 
and he took of the stones of that place, 
and put them for his: pillows.” How 
often God’s erring children have sought 
to rest their weary heads on stone pil- 
lows when, if they had gone on in the 
path of obedience, they might have re- 
posed in comfort. But in this lonely 
desert place, with nothing to minister 
to physical ease, Jacob was to learn that 
God ever watches over and cares for 
His own, even when suffering from the 
effects of their own waywardness. 


Verse 12.—“He dreamed, and behold 
a ladder set up on the earth, and the 
top of it reached to heaven.” Perhaps 
“ascent,” or possibly “stairway,” would 
be better than “ladder.” It was a shin- 
ing pathway connecting earth with 
Heaven, and on it the angels of God 
were seen “ascending and descending.” 
Such a link between the two spheres is 
our blessed Lord Himself, now by faith, 
but some glad day manifest to sight, 
even as He said to Nathaniel, “Ye shall 
see heaven open, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son 


of man” (John 1:51). He is Himself 


the way from earth to Glory. None can 
get to the Father except by Him (John 
14:6). ~ 


Verse 13.—“The Lord stood above it, 
and said, I am the Lord God of Abra- 
ham thy father, and the God of Isaac.” 
Jacob had known of God in this rela- 
tionship from his youth. Now a special 
revelation was vouchsafed to him per- 
sonally. Jehovah, the God of his grand- 
father Abraham and of his father Isaac, 
was watching over him, wayward though 
he had been, and in the vision of that 
night He confirmed to him the blessing 
of Abraham, both as to the land and his 
seed. That land, upon which he lay a 
fugitive and a stranger, should yet be 
his and his children’s after him. 


Verse 14—“In thee and in thy. seed 
shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed.” This was the promise that 
through his line the Christ should come. 
It was almost an exact repetition of 
what had been said to Abraham long 
before (chap. 22:18), and we know from 
Galatians 3:16 that the seed is Christ 
Jesus, our Lord. What grace was thus 
Gisplayed to Jacob that, unworthy as 
he was, so blessed a promise should be 
made to him and so great a privilege 
conferred upon him! 


Verse 15.—“I am with thee, and will 
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keep thee ... and will bring thee again 
into this land; for I will not leave thee.” 
Notice God’s three “I will’s.” He under. 
took to watch over and protect Jacob 
in all his wanderings, and at last to 
bring him safely back to the land of 
Canaan, never giving him up, although, 
as we know, He had to chasten and dis- 
cipline him in order that he might an- 
swer at last, in some measure at least, 
to: the calling that had been confirmed. 


Verse 16.—‘“Sutely the Lord is in this 
place; and I knew it not.” Jacob’s dec- 
laration when he awoke showed what 
a limited conception he had of the great- 
ness and omnipresence of God. He local- 
ized Him, in his thinking, as though that 
particular place was a special shrine, 
hitherto unknown to him, where God 
dwelt or presenced Himself in a way 
He did not do elsewhere. What follows 
shows how little he understood. the re- 
ality of the all-pervading Spirit of God, 
whose glory fills both earth and Heaven. 

Verse 17—“He was afraid [or filled 

with reverent awe], and said, How 
dreadful [or solemn] is this place!” To 
have thus come so nigh to God was to 
Jacob a most awesome experience. It 
led him to give a special name to the 
place where he had slept and dreamed. He 
said, “This is none other but the house 
of God [Bethel], and this is the gate of 
heaven.” Henceforth that place was to 
have a special sanctity in the mind of 
‘Jacob. Abraham had pitched his tent 
and built his altar near there of old 
(chap. 12:8). But it had not previously 
been thought of as a sacred location. 


Verse 18—“Jacob .. . took the stone 
that he had put for his pillows, and set 
it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon 
the top of it.” While this was a pious 
act, there is no hint that in doing as he 
did he was fulfilling any command of 
the Lord. It was rather, I take it, an 
expression of the religiousness of his 
own heart. Py 


Verse 19.—*He called the name of that 
place, Beth-el.”. Henceforth, this local- 
ity, which had been known as Luz, was 
called Bethel, the house of God: Antici- 
patively, Moses designated it Bethel in 
the account of Abraham’s journeys and 
encampments, but it was Jacob wha 
changed Luz to Bethel in actuality. 


Verses 20, 21—“If God will be with 
me... then shall the Lord be my God.” 
That Jacob failed at this time to enter 
into the fullness of God’s promise is 
evident from the attempt he made to 
bargain with God. Although the Lord 
had promised so définitely to be with 
him and to protect and bring him back 
to the land, Jacob says, “If God keeps 
His word then I will recognize and 
honor him.” It was the language of a 
legalist who had not yet learned the 
true meaning of grace. 


Verse 22—“This stone .« . shall be 


God’s house ...and...I1 will surely 
give the tenth unto thee.” God had ex- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
7. August 12.—Isaac’s Testimony to God. 
. Genesis 25 and 26 
Next Week’s Lesson 


9. August 26.—Jacob Adjusts Personal 
Relationships ............ Genesis 32 to 35 





acted no such pledges from him, but 
Jacob made them in such a way as to 
put God to the test, as it were. The 
fulfillment of the vows depended upon 

e fulfillment of the promises of God. 
It was a very. sad evidence of Jacob’s 
low state of soul and lack of under- 
standing of the covenant God had made. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


God’s sovereignty enables Him to deal 
in grace with erring mortals apart alto- 
gether from any ability on their part 
to earn or deserve His loving favor. 
But our poor, legal hearts respond very 
feebly to His goodness and loving-kind- 


. ness. It is difficult for us to abide in 


a sense of grace. We would far rather 
try to put God in our debt (Rom. 4:4) 
than take Him at His word and receive 
His gifts in simple faith. 


A Lesson Outline 


Gon’s PROMISES AND JACOB’s RESPONSE 
Genesis 28 


1. The homeless. wanderer (vs. 10, 11) 

2. A vision of glory (v. 12) 

3. God’s covenant reiterated (vs. 13, 14) 

4. The promise of protection and recov- 
ery (v. 15) 

5. Realization of God’s presence (vs. 16, 
17) ‘ 


6. Consecration of Bethel (vs. 18, 19) 
7. Bargaining with God (vs. 20-22) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Was Jacob Regenerated? Questions 
often arise as to the exact ‘condition of 
soul of some of these Old Testament 
characters. It is not always easy -to 
say.just how far one had apprehended 
his true condition before God. That 
Jacob valued the covemanted blessing is 
clear, but it would seem as though some 
years went by before he was what we 
would call, in New Testament language, 
truly regenerated. We may. think of 
him as one with an intellectual faith in 
God, who had not as yet learned the 
corruption of his own nature and the 
folly of seeking to earn the divine favor 
by personal effort. All this seems to 


have come later on, perhaps at Jabbok. ~ 


Summaries and Applications 


It was one thing to recognize that God 
is, and has an interest in one’s life. It 


is arrother to turn to Him in repentance. 


and trust Him as the Saviour God. 

Are we inclined to bargain with God, 
to ‘offer our service because of favor 
which we hope He will show us, or have 
we learned to take Him at His word 
and serve Him because we lové Him 
and are grateful to Him for His good- 
ness to us? 
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Qieeitions for Teacher end Class 


HY was Jacob going to Haran? 
2. What is the outstanding lesson for 
us in this part of Jacob’s life? 

3. How did Jacob realize God’s presence? 

4. When God appeared to Jacob what did 
He ask of him? 

5. Of what was “Jacob’s ladder” a type? 

6. What promise did God add to the Abra- 
hamic Covenant when He renewed it te 
Jacob? 

7. What did Jacob’s vows to God imply? 

8. How does God make Himself known 


to us? 
(Answers on page 598) 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And he dreamed” (Gen. 28:12).— 
Many dreams are of “indigestion bred”; 
others come as King Solomon said, 
“through the multitude of business.” 

But the Word definitely states that 
“God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man 
perceiveth it not. In a dream, in a 
vision of the night, when deep sleep 
falleth upon men, in slumberings upon 
the bed; then he openeth the ears of 
men, and sealeth their instruction” (Job 
33:14-16). And the Scriptures record 
many instances of God appearing to 
persons in dreams (Gen. 20:6; Num. 12: 
6; 1 Kings.3:5; Matt. 1:20). 

Today people are not saved in, nor 
by, their dreams; they are wide-awake 
when they pass “from death unto life.” 
But they can be alarmed and awakened 
by their dreams. 

Brother had a strange dream in his 
unsaved days. He dreamed about being 
in a large tent and having charge of a 
gasoline stove. In some unknown way 
an explosion occurred and he was hurled 
into space. Presently, he began falling 
and expected te strike the ground with 
a thud; but instead, he kept falling, fall- 
ing, falling. He became alarmed and 
asked, ‘Where am F going?” He heard 
the doleful answer, “To hell !” 

“Oh, no!” he exclaimed, “not to that 
place against which I have been so often 
warned!” - He was so wrought up he 
began to tremble; he put out his hand 
and felt the bedclothes and heaved a 
sigh of relief as he realized he had been 
dreaming. But try. as he would, he 
couldn’t shake off the effects or that 
dream. The thought would intrude itself 
that explosions are comparatively com- 
mon occurrences, and if he were to be 
killed in one, it would mean a lost eter- 
nity for him. 

After trusting the Saviour, he realized 
that that dream was one thing the Lord 
used to bring him to an end of himself. 

“This is the gate of heaven” (v. 17). — 
The ladder which Jacob saw in his 
dream linked Heaven and earth, 

As to the pilgrim patriarch 

That wondrous dream was given,. -: 

So seems my Saviour’s cross to me 

A ladder up to Heaven. 








596 (8) * 


Today all who wil may hear the Lord 
Jesus say, “I am the door” (John 10:9). 
And again, “I am the way, the truth, 
and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me” (John 14:6). He 
extends cordial invitations to. “come” 
(Matt. 11: 28), and to “enter ... in” 
(Matt, 7:13, 14). 


“And Jacob ... took the stone... 
and set it up for a pillar” (v. 18).— 
The pillow becomes a pillar! Someone 
has aptly said, “It is a principle that 
what God gives us to rest on becomes 
our testimony.” 


/ 

Recalling the fact that Jacob set up 
at least four pillars during his life, it 
is proper to say that when a definite point 
was reached in his spiritual condition, 
he marked it by setting up a pillar. 

For example, here it was the revela- 
tion of God in His grace, goodness, and 
faithfulness. In Genesis 31:45 it was his 
separation from Laban; in Genesis 35: 
14 it was his restoration; and in Genesis 
35:20 it was his affliction. 

But never to his dying day did he 
forget the significance of this first pil- 
lar. Just before his death, he said to 
his son Joseph, “God Almighty appeared 
unto me at Luz in the land of Canaan, 
and blessed me” (Gen. 48:3). 

Happy the person who has such a 
meeting with God in Christ that all 
through his life and at the portal of 
eternity he is able to say, “God met 
me at Calvary, and blessed me!” The 
poet knew something of this experimen- 
tally and wrote: 

Where God with man delights to meet, 

There He has met with me! 

Jacob’s blessings may be largely 
éarthly, but the believer is blessed with 
every spiritual blessing in the heaven- 
lies in Christ (Eph. 1:3). 

“Jacob vowed ... saying . .. this 
stone ... shall:be God’s house: and... 
I will surely give the tenth unto thee” 
(vs. 20-22). The idea behind Jacob’s 
vow was that there muSt be a place and 
a portion for God. 

Today, the believer’s body is the tem- 
ple of the Holy Ghost (1 Cor. 6:19); 
and he is enjoined to present his body 
unto God “a living sacrifice” (Rom. 12: 
1). We are simply stewards of all that* 
God has given us; and “it is required in 
stewards, that a man be found faithful” 
(1 Cor,.4:2). 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were a present far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all! 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 

we 

Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ear and explaining the conditions under which 
llustrations, are accepted may had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the est one. 
Dlustrations must reach the Times three months 
in advance of the lesson, and should not be 
slipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” -Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
t the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Bread from a Stone—The Lord is 
nigh unto all them that call upon him, 
to all that call upon him in truth 
(Psa. 145:18, Golden Text). One morn- 
ing Mary said to her grandmother, 
whose only companion she was, “Granny, 
what shall we do this morning? We 
have nothing for breakfast.” “We will 
light the fire and. put on the kettle and 
set the table, and tell our Heavenly 
Father. Even if He turns stones into 
bread we will have ouf breakfast,” an- 
swered her grandmother. Soon came a 
knock at the door, It was a little old 
man. “Have you got such a thing as 
an old grindstone you could sell me?” 
he said. Granny had, and he bought it 
for ten shillings. “Let us kneel down 


again,” said Granny, “and give thanks; 
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then you can run to the shop and buy 
some food for breakfast, Mary.” So the 
Lord did turn a stone into bread— 
Abridged from the Christian’s Guide. Sent 
by E. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


No Need for Two to Watch.—And he 
lighted upon a certain place, and tarried 
there all night, because the sun was set; 
and he took of the stones of that place, 
and put them for his pillows, and lay 
down in that place to sleep (Gen. 28: 
11). During the terrible blitz of Lon- 
don, a certain old lady stood up re- 
markably well under the terrific bomb- 
ings. When a friend asked her how 
she kept so calm day after day, she re- 
plied: “Well, every night I says my 
prayers and I worries about what ’itler 
is going to do tonight. Then I remem. 
bers how the parson said God was always 
watching, so I goes to sleep. After all, 
there’s no use for two of us to lie awake.” 
—From the Quiet Hour. Sent by Emma 


‘Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


No Place for Idleness.—And behold the 
angels of God ascending and descend- 
ing (Gen. 28:12). D. L. Moody in his 
“Notes from My Bible” says, “None of 
the angels on the ladder stood still.” It 





*HWappy is he that 
hath the God of 
‘Jacob for his help, 
whose hope is in the 
Lord his God.” 
Palen 146.5, 
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has been my privilege to know inti- 
mately and to be associated with several 
people who worked for many years with 
D. L. Moody. Their universal testi- 
mony is that he was incessantly on the 
move both physically and mentally in 
the furtherance of the Lord’s work, to 
which his life was wholly consecrated.— 
Original. Sent by Nelson A. Jackson, 
Keuka Park, N. Y. 


How to Degtroy the Jews.—And thy 
seed shall be as the dust of the earth, 
and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, 
and to the east, and to the north, and to 
the south: and in thee and in thy seed 
shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed (Gen. 28:14). In the diminutive 
Christian Witness, being published in 
England, we find this interesting note 
on how to destroy the Jews. The editor 
requests that Anti-Semitists take notice. 
He quotes from Jeremiah 31:35-37, in 
which the Lord declares that if the ordi- 
nances‘of the sun, moon, and stars were 
to.cease, then the seed of Israel should 
also cease to be a nation. The editor 
goes on to point out the order in which 
those who despise Israel should proceed. 
First of all, to blot out the sun, cast’away 
the moon, and entirely destroy the stel- 
lar universes overhead. Then, and not 
until then, can one proceed to extermi- 
nate the Jewish people—From the 
King’s. Business. Sent by Mrs. Robert 
Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


Safe Either in Life or Death—Behold, 
I am with thee, and will keep thee in 
all places whither thou goest (Gen. 28: 
15), “But,” I said, “some of your sons 
were drowned, for all that you say about 
safety.” “Well, sir,’ she answered with 
a sigh, “I trust they are none the less 
safe for that. It would be a strange thing 
for an old woman like me to suppose 
that safety lay in not being drowned. 
What is the bottom of the sea, sir?” 
“The hollow of His hand,” I replied, 
and she said no more.—From the. King’s 
Business. Sent by E. M. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


His Abiding Presence.—And, behold, 
I am with thee, and will keep. thee in 
all ‘places whither thou goest (Gen! 28: 
15). 


Yea, I am with thee when there falls no 
shadow , 
Across the golden glory of the day, 
And I am with thee when the storm 
clouds gather, 
Dimming the brightness of the onward 


way; 
In days of loss and idneliness and sorrow, 
Of care and wearih¢ss and fretting pain, 
In days of weakness and of deep 
depre$gsion, : 

Of futile effort when thy life seems vain, 
When youth has fled and’ Death has put 
far from thee . wate 
Lover and friend who made the journey 

sweet, ‘ 


When age has come with slowly failing | 54 
} — powers, re 
And the Gark valley-waits'thy Talttring , 
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When courage faints before the unknown 
future 
And the heart sinks beneath its weight 
of fears — ' 

Still I am with thee, Strength and Rest 
and Comfort, 
Thy Counselor 
changing years, 
Whatever goes, whatever stays, 
Lo, I am with thee all the days. 


—From Annie Johnson Flint. Sent by 
Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. Prize 
illustration. 


through all earth’s 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
Nighttime (Gen. 28:10-16) 

OW many children have slept out 

under. the stars, with no tent? It 
is wonderful to lie in your bed and 
look up at the stars, or maybe watch 
the moon. But maybe you wouldn’t 
like to sleep as Jacob did one night. — 
on the ground, with stones for his pil- 
low. He was going on a trip from Beer- 
sheba toward the east, and-when the 
sun went down, he stopped and lay 
down to sleep. 

And he had a dream. We all have 
dreams sometimes, but they usually do 
not amount to much. * But Jacob had 
a dream that God sent. He saw a lad- 
der that reached to Heaven, and angels 
going up and coming down, and God 
stood above it, and made the same cove- 
nant with Jacob that He had made with 


Abraham and Isaac, and He made a: 


further promise that He: would keep 
Jacob in all the places he was going 
and would bring him back again to his 
own country. 

Jacob wakened, and he was afraid. 
He knew God was in that place. He 
took the stone that had been his pil- 
low, and set it up, and poured oil on 
it and called the place “Bethel,” the 
house of God. A 

Then Jacob ‘vowed a vow, a promise 
that if God would go with him, give 
him food and clothing, and bring him 
back to his father’s house in peace, then 
God should be his God, and that stone 
at Bethel should be God’s house, and 
he would give God a tenth of all that 
God gave him. 

Jacob was a willful, stubborn man, a 
crooked:-man, the “supplanter,” one who 
had; schemed to get his brother’s_ birth- 
right. God did a lot of training and dis- 
ciplining before Jacob became “Israel,” 
a prince with God. But God did change 
him. . ‘Fr . 

God can change people. God can take 
stubborn and willful boys and girls and 
by His Spirit He can train them and 
teach them and miake sweet and humble 
men. and women out of them, willing to 
do what’ God wants them to do. Don’t 
you want God to change you? 

, I :wonder if’ there’ might be a child 
like Jacob in the class. - There was just 


one hopeful thing about him. He be- 
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Halley , 
Pocket 
BIBLE 


HANDBOOK 


16th Edition 1944 676 Pages 


160 Photos and Maps Size 44%4x64x1 inches 


The first printing of this edition,—30,000 
copies,—was sold out in less than a year. A 
second printing is now ready. 


This book is an ABBREVIATED BIBLE 
COMMENTARY, with Notes on every book 
in the Bible, their Main Messages, Difficult 
Passages, Heart-Thoughts, Connected Out- 
lines, Historical Backgrounds, Chronological 
Settings, with Side-Lights and Related Data 
from the annals of Babylon, Egypt, Assyria, 
Persia, - other Ancient Kingdoms, well 
illustrated with Maps and Photographic Re- 
productions. 


Contains an up-to-date Outline of ARCHAE- 
OLOGICAL DISCOVERIES, some of them 
— amazing, which confirm, supplement, 
or illustrate the Bible. Gives the story of 
HOW WE GOT THE BIBLE, Formation of 
Canon, Apocryphal Books, Ancient Manu- ° 
scripts, Translations, etc. 


Also_has an EPITOME OF CHURCH 
HISTORY connecting Bible times with our 
own, and stories of the Early Church Fathers 
Persecutions, Rise of the Papacy, Luther, and 
the Reformation. 


There is nothing published, of its size, or 
price, that covers so wide a range of prac- 
tical and useful Biblical information. ft is 
especially valuable for Sunday,School Teachers. 


Read These Comments : 


¢ SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES: “‘It contains the 
sort of information that the Christian worker 1s 
likely to need at a moment's notice, yet it is 
a reservoir of profound Bible Knowledge that 
invites the most painstaking study. ... The 
main section, of amazing richness, is a study 
of each book of the Bible,—truly an abbreviated 
Bible Commentary. Critical questions are. not 
argued. They are sometimes simply stated, but 
~y balance of truth is shown unmistakably to 


on the side of reverent d 
scholarship.”” — Saas 


MOODY MONTHLY: “Archaeology, aistory, 
Biblical introduction, Bible prone: brief 
summaries of Bible books, maps, and an as- 
tounding amount of related material make this 
big, little book a real compendium for Bible 
students.” 


DR. I1VAM® GEROULD GRIMSHAW, Literary 
Editor of THE PROTESTANT VOICE, Pro- 
fessor of Biblical Liferature at American in- 
ternational College, Springfield, Mass.: ‘’ 

best small Biblical commentary in the English 
language. . . . There is no better help toward 
the understanding of the Word of God.” 


DR. FRANK S. MEAD, Editor of the CHRIS- 
TIAN HERALD: “For general background in- 
formation on the Bible, I have seen no better 
hook. . . . It is scholarly and readable (some- 
thing of an accomplishment!), with never a dull 
page. It is the best buy in this field.” 


SUNDAY 


Magazine (formerly SUNDAY 
): “The book 





SCHOOL PROMOTER of a life- 
time. A modern wonder-book among religious 
publications. . . . So honest is its approach 
and ¢ litan its c received 


tents, it is 
by every evangelical Protestant denomination in 
the country . . . indispensable.”’ 


Amazing low prices: Pa binding, leather- 
grained stock, $1.00. Blue Cloth binding, 
title gold-stamped, $2.00. 


Order from your Bookstore, or direct from 


H. H. HALLEY 
10 West Elm Street Chicago 10, 14. - 
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Man as groundsman and wife as store< 

an keeper or dining room worker in Chris- 
tian educational institution near New 

York City. Cash salary and living quarters. Write 
Room 685, Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 





CHRISTIAN NURSE WANTED 
THE FLORENCE CRITTENTON HOME 
Send picture and information to JACOB STAM 
140 Market Street Paterson 1, New Jersey 





WANTED: PRAYER HELPERS 


We believe that the power and effectiveness 
of our school will increased as more 
people pray for us. 
We will send the Doorstep Evangel, a four- 
page monthly, to you regularly if you 
will put us on your prayer list. Write today. 


ULTNOMAH 


School of the 


BIBLE 


Willard M. Aldrich, Th.D., President 


8. B. SUTCLIFFE, D.D. JOHN G. MITCHELL, D.D. 
Chairman of Trustee Board Vice President 


703 N. E. Multnomah St., Portland 12, Oregon 


quick CASH FOR YOU; 











SHOWING NEWEST 


Christmas Cards ¢ 









ional gift wrappings, etchings, 
. Samples sent on approval. 


CHAS. A. BELZ CO., Dept. D 2 
1712 WALNUT ST. PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Evangelizing Our Armed Forces 


Our 15 field represent&tives are preaching 
the Gospel and distributing Scriptures inside 
the camps all over the country. This testi- 
mony is maintained entirely by free-will offer- 
ings of God’s people. Send for free illus- 
trated quarterly. 


THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE, INC. 
(Dept. 1-H) 156 Fifth Ave., New York 10, N. Y¥. 








FOR YOU! With Gorgeous 
PERSONAL CHRISTMAS CARDS 


WRITE 


cit .95. 
i Gee ce 


225 Fi Avenue. Dept R-118,Newvork10.N-¥, 

















BIBLE COLLEGE 


Sam Braprorp, Pres. Leo Lapp, Dean 
Set to train workers for the Lord’s harvest. 


Four-year college offering Bachelor of Arts 
degrees in Bible and Christian Education, also 
five-year de; course in Education. Meets 
highest academic standards . . . the Bible is the 
center of every course of study. 


Also two-year and three-year diploma course 
in Bible. 

Write for information; address Registrar, Box T 
2047 Glenarm Place Denver 5, Colorado 
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lieved God.. He knew God had said he 

should rule over his brother and he 

believed it, but he was not willing to 

let God bring it to pass. He beljgved 

God, but he didn’t trust Him; he thought 

he must take things into his own hands. 
When you go out at night and see the 

moon and the stars, think about. Jacob 

and his dream. Then remember how 

God changed him and blessed him; and 

ask God to send His Spirit into your 

heart to change yeu and make you just 

the kind of person God wants you to be. 

QuIz 

. What did Jacob have for a pillow? 

. Where were the angels in his dream? 

. What did God promise Jacob? / 

. What did Jacob do with the stone he 

had used for a pillow? 
. What did Jacob vow to give God? 


Mopesto, Carr. 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 595) 24 


1. He was fleeing from Esau’s wrath, but 
Isaac thought he was going to Haran to get 
a wife, 


2. That we reap as we sow, but that our 


ON ee 


o 


failures do not change the loving-kindness — 


of God’s heart. 

3. God appeared in a dream, and spoke 
to Jacob’s lonesom@, frightened heart. 

4. He asked nothing; but revealed His 
purpose of blessing in Christ, the promised 
Seed. 

5. Of Christ Jesus, who is Himself the 
link between carth and Heaven and the 
only way to God. 

6. He promised to care for him wherever 


he went and ‘bring him again to his father’s: 


house. 


7. His failure to understand that God's. 


blessing was on the ground’of pure grace. 


8. God speaks primarily through His. 


Word, by means of the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit. 
w 


Say, Fellows,—. 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, ‘fellows, strange how each of 
these Old Testament. worthies has 
for us his owh unique lesson. And I 
am quite sure this is ‘why their biog- 


raphies are given to us on the pages of 


God’s sacred Book in such a way that 
they emphasize the peculiar , lessons 
which their lives suggest. f 
Here is an instance in-the life.of Jacob. 
Not.one of the other patriarchs. rushed 
right out. of. the biggest.sin of his life 
into.a contract with God which placed 


him.on. the top line of.the princes of: 


Israel and finally resulted in his having 
“power with God and. with men” (Gen. 
32:28). , Moses .killed an Egyptian and 


nalts 





A helpful lesson ‘side “fight, 
“Hints From the Hebrew,” by H. 
Framer Smith, will be found on 

‘ page 593 of this issue of the ‘ 
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fled. from Egypt, but it was not until 
forty years later that he was advanced 
into his great leadership. The promo- 
tion of Joseph and of Daniel came out 
of affliction that was no fault of theirs. 
Saul of Tarsus is a New Testament in- 
stance of swift reversal from serious 
error to pre-eminence among the dis- 
ciples of our Lord; but his rise to lead- 
ership was through rather slow recog- 
nition on the part of his brethren. 
What I am trying to get to you out 
of this Jacob’s ladder lessoh is the fact 
that a fellow does not have to get on 
the toboggan because he has made a mis- 
take and done a shameful thing — that 
is, if he recognizes his sin and in peni- 
tence wants to turn away from it into a 
new and upper line of endeavor. It is 
a tragic pity that Cain could not have 
realized this. God gave Cain a wide- 
open opportunity to correct his fault 
and be restored. “If thou doest well, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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shalt thou riot be accepted?” God said 
to Cain (Gen. 4:7). “Shalt” is in the 
future tense. It was as though God said, 
“Cain, you are not done yet: there is 
a sheep at the door. Make a blood sac- 
rifice and all will be well.” But Cain, 
in his pride, rejected God’s gracious over- 
ture, and went on down and out of 
God’s presence forever. 

Jacob saw in his dream-ladder the 
angels ascending and descending, and 
heard the Lord speaking to him from 
His throne in Heaven, assuring him of 
His love and sustaining power; showing 
him that he need not live the life of a 
fugitive from avenging justice, but that 
his heritage was nothing less than that 
which the Lord had promised to Abra- 
ham and to Isaac; making him know 
that he could become great, and take 
his place as'one of the mountain peaks 
in God’s plan for Israel. Jacob then 
and there pledged to do his part. 

When you and I sin, fellows, we ought 
to be sorry and ashamed, but the great 
danger is that we will be depressed and 
discouraged to the point of thinking our 
failure is complete; that it is no use to 
try to do better. That is a point of 
weakness where the Devil gets his work 
in. He says, “What’s the use to go on 
with the struggle? Can’t you see you 
are whipped? Come on and get what 
satisfaction you can out of sin; that 
is what offers you the most now.” It 
is a very subtle argument, and many 
fall for it. But listen to the God-in- 
spired words of John, “If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 

That’s the way .out, fellows. And 
when you take that way, you goon and 
up! That is the Lord’s way for you. 

DENvER, COLO. 

‘ + 4 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—Our 
Father, Thou hast made Thy ‘name glo- 
rious in the‘history of Thy people, and 
by the very landmarks that tell us of 
their course. We thank Thee they rec- 
ognized Thee so fully that many names 
in’ the history of Thy people tell of 
great events that happened to them. The 
very name Bethel records Thy presence, 
in the house of Thy indwelling. May 
the dream of Jacob have its answer in 
the life of many of Thy children as 
they come to realize what Thy presence 
means as the days unfold. ‘We ask it 
in the name of Him who leads us from 
Bethel to Bethel along our way. In His 
dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.-—-It is a great help 
to us to remember what some of the Old 
Testament names mean as we go along 
with our study. What. did Jacob do 
right after his dream? Yes, angels were 
going up and down the ladder of which 
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he dreamed as he slept out there in the 
open, country, but he at once did some- 
thing about it. He had some stones for 
a pillow, but when he was roused up, he 
took a stone and set it up for a memorial 
of that place which he wanted always 
to. remember because of what God had 
been saying to him. Have you ever 
dreamed in the night that God has a 


ECOGNIZING ’ RESENCE 
Reterm (;00's oo 


message for you, and is trying to con- 
vey it to you by something in your 
dream? Have you not sung in the 
church: 














Yet in my dreams I’d be 

Nearer, my God, to Thee, 

Nearer to Thee ! 
What a blessing wé have when in day- 
light or dark we draw nearer to God, 
and listen to that inner voice which 
comes from Him! Just read again for 
yourself what Jacob heard when God 
spoke to him, and what Jacob promised 
when he answered God’s word to him. 
Let us pray. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 
Topic and Scripture: 

In Strange Places (Gen. 28:10-16) 

ACOB was a smarty. He was 

Mamma’s boy. His brother Esau 
was Father’s boy. Jacob put something 
over on his brother, and his brother 
was angry, very angry, and wanted to 
kill Jacob. Mother was scared at what 
might happen, and decided that Jacob 
had better go visit his uncle for a while 
until his brother cooled off. But his 
uncle lived far away, 500 miles or so. 
It would be a long, hard trip, but Ja- 
cob didn’t dare stay where Esau was. 
What an unhappy family this! Maybe 
you’d be surprised to know that it is 
Isaac’s family —Isaac who had moved 
his flocks twice to new places to avoid 
quarrels with neighbors over wells he 
had dug! But Isaac couldn’t seem to 
keep his own family peaceable. So he 
approved the idea of Jacob’s going to 
Uncle Laban’s. 


Off Jacob started. In spite of his 
troubles and faults God was with him. 
When he camped that night he had a 
dream. Perhaps the stone pillow under 
his head was hard. What do you know 
about his dream? (If the details are un- 
familiar, Genesis 28:12 may be found.) 
Yes, he saw a ladder in his dream, a 
ladder that reached clear to Heaven! 
How long would the ladder have to be? 
Would a stepladder, be long enough? 
Well, this was only a dream-ladder any- 
way, on which angels were going back 
and forth between him and God. ‘Are 
there any angels here now connecting 
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Nend for this 
little hook 


THAT TAUGHT ME 
HOW TO GIVE 
AND RECEIVE 
AT THE 

SAME TIME! 
















Sounds im penile? G Give and receive at the 
same time? Not at all—not when you read 
“A Gift That Lives: That’s the title-of a 
little book which has brought peace of mind 
and freedom from worry to thousands of men 
and women. You too may find in its pages 
just the Plan for you, Find out how you can 
receive an American Bible Society check 
regularly as long as you live—how you can 
at the. same time further the work of distrib- 
uting the Bible throughout the world. 

Annuity Agreements of the American Bible 
Society have proven a sound program for 
nearly 100 years and they stand today as 
firm and strong as ever. 

Every Christian should learn all the facts. 
Send for, the booklet “A Gift That Lives 


MAIL THE COUPON N_ TODAY 

| “American Bible Society, 7 
lle House, New York, N 

I Please mM. me, without obligation, your | 

| booklet SS-39 entitled “A Gift That Lives?’ 1 
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| Address } 
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‘*A4.city set on a hill cannot be hid’’ 


CATSKILL MOUNTAIN 
BIBLE CONFERENCE 


Delaware County - Bloomville, N. Y. 
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us up with God? . We don’t know much 
about that, but the Lord Jesus said that 
little children’s angels “always behold 
the face of my Father which is in 
heaven” (Matt. 18:10). 

Jacob had no Bible. So God spoke 
to him directly in his dream, and made 
him some promises, some very generous 
and encouraging promises. One was that 
Jacob should have all this country. An- 
other was that God would be with him 
and take care of him i~. the new places 
to which he“was going. “Behold, I am 
with thee, and will keep thee ... 
whither thou goest” (Gen. 28:15, Mem- 
ory Verse). Wasn’t God good to such 
a mean, tricky fellow as Jacob? 

Has God ever made you any prom- 
ises? Think of some. We don’t need 
God speaking out of Heaven to make 
us promises. The Lord Jesus, who was 
God, came and lived,on earth and told 
us what God would say. Then He died 
on the cross that we might have the 
right to the wonderful land of Heaven. 
We have the Bible, which is God speak- 
ing to us. But sometimes we don’t care 
enough to read it. Perhaps some of 
us are smart and tricky like Jacob. 
Here’s a promise in Isaiah 1:18. Here 
is the Lord Jesus’ own promise of 
Heaven in John 14:2, 3, and of His ever 
being with us while traveling through 
this life on earth in Matthew 28:20b. 

How surprised Jacob was when he 
woke up, the Bible tells in Genesis 28: 
16. Would you be surprised to realize 
God is right here today in this place! 
He surely is, though you don’t see Him. 
I think we might dr=~ and cut around 
a ladder to remind us of Jacob’s dis- 
covering that God was right with him 
out in that strange, stony place. Let’s 
plan a ladder the right size to spell the 
word “prayer.” (Let someone try at the 
blackboard to see how many rungs are 
necessary to print one letter of the word 
in the space between each rung. Then 
the children may draw a ladder on 
paper, to take home. On the reverse 
they may write the Memory Verse or 
some other promise verse they may 
prefer.) 


Bucxsport, MAINE. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
A MAn in Trovusie Meets Gop 

HARACTERS in God’s Word tell us 
what we and our neighbors are like, 
helping us to understand ourselves and 
be a blessing to others. Notice Esau 
who was so anxious to satisfy his tem- 
porary, physical appetites that he de- 
spised and sold his birthright that would 
bring rich and lasting joy. Jacob, child 
of God’s promise (Gen. 25:23), and the 
one who subtly had purchased the birth- 
right, deceived his blind father in order 
to obtain the blessing. Esau was eager 
to -gratify his flesh (Col. 3:5);.Jacob 
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was too ambitious for the promised 
blessings to be willing to wait until God 
would bring them to him in a legitimate 
way (Phil. 4:6, 7). As a result, neither 
of these boys had peace. Esau was ready 
to kill; and Jacob, afraid for his life, 
had to run away from home to escape 
his brother’s wrath. What did they need 
more than anything else? They needed 
peace, which could come dnly through 
a. sense of sins forgiven in the case of 
each one of them, and fellowship with 
God against whom their sins were orig- 
inally committed. 

Have you known anyone who got her- 
self into trouble because of deceit? A 
young girl we know has,.through deceit- 
ful correspondence, brought a lot of 
grief to herself and others, and when 
she was discovered in this deception, 
it was impossible to “alibi” her way out. 
She had to face the consequences and 
suffer. What did she need more than 
anything else? She was ashamed and 
angry with herself, and afraid that the 
friends who came to help her were pry- 
ing into her secrets. - She needed a sense 
of forgiveness, and to have the fear of 
those she had wronged removed. Can 
a girl who has deceived hope for respect 
and peace of heart? 

How was Jacob restored, and how did 
he gain a new goal in life? His mother 
and father, who continued to love him 
through all his sins, sent him away from 
home for several reasons: he must take 
a wife from the daughters of his mother’s 
brother’s family instead of the heathen 
women who lived near by; he must get 
away from the angér of. his brother; 
and he must go off alone where he could 
meditate and think things through. 

What was the great need of the girl 
who has deceived her friends? She 
needs to be forgiven for her sin, and 
to let the love of God penetrate her life, 
and she must be willing to surrender 
her future to Him so that He can guide 


.her into better ways. 


When one is afraid and worried it is 
hard to sleep soundly, but on Jacob’s 
first night away from home he had the 
best night’s sleep of his life. He met 
God! 

We ought always to rely for our guid- 

arice upon the Bible, and the quiet in- 
spiration of the Holy Spirit, and whether 
our predicaments are as acute"as Jacob’s 
or not, we need definite comfort for 
sorrow, or instant leading in some uridér- 
taking, and God always makes His pres- 
‘ence and wishes known. 
_ Jacob. must have felt very. small. as 
he looked upon this vision, _When he 
approached his father for the blessing, 
he had not stopped to consider God’s 
glory, but -had- gone after his desires 
simply because he wanted: them. Why 
do -we strive for ‘the things .v we desire? 
(John “14: 13.) 

Jacob’s dedication makes a splendid 
program for young people in these 
“duration days”: Dich 




























is = “ va =e a i ee 
45 Lesson for August 19 THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES "* (13) Cor 
sed . 
. He was aware of the Lofrd’s reality 
wg (Psa. 46). 
ee wee a foretaste of Heaven (John 
nd He had assurance of angelic protection 
. . (Psa. 91:11, 12). 
oT He believed that his need would be 
led supplied (Phil. 4:19). 
gh He looked forward to reunion with 
of friends and family (Deut. 31:8). 
ith ie a gy his future business to . 
. (1 Cor. 16:2). . 
ig. : 
iain, Guns ARM YOURSELF p 
er- w » 
A > wth Scripture Seals . 
sit- The Young People’s ¥ : | 
of r These striking seals in beautiful color, 
en Prayer Meeting placed on your letters, checks and e! 
aah By John W. Lane, J where, carry forceful message. Send 
mar oe We Sa for a supply immediately 
nd Sunday, August 19 THE BIBLE CRUSADERS, P. 0. Box 777, Seattle 11, Was! 
— What's Wrong with Gambling? Fee ee eee ee ee tee katewee tee 
the (Exod. 20:15; Prov. 16:8; 26:18, 19) 
ry- N ORDER that we may see clearly 
nse the wrong in gambling, it is im- 
of portant that we should understand 
yan clearly what gambling is. In its final 
ect analysis, gambling is a transference of 
property, whether that property be 
did money or possessions, based on pure 
her chance, or as near pure chance as it 
lim is possible-to achieve. 
om Gambling somewhat resembles a free ST: ie 
ake gift, an exchange, and a theft. Yet in [ieeseuer HRI STIAN IFE 
er’s certain ‘respects it differs from all these. Se See = SERIES 
1en It resembles a free gift because the 
get loser gets no return from the winner. : 
ier; But, unlike giving, there is no benevo- a OF SUNDAY SCHOOL LITERATURE 
uld lence involved.- -_ 
Gambling is somewhat like exchange, for 
girl as-employed in business, because there 
She is an agreement .-or. contract between € Adults - 
nd two persons, and some advance. the fal- e 
ife, lacious argument that the loser in gam- * Y Pr le 
der bling is paying for. the pleasure of ex- oung cop 
ide citement- and for the. chance of win- e Se 
ning. However, gambling is. unlike ex- rt enn e 
change or business in that each_ party, * edia 
4 instead of employing all his skill and nm erm tes 
the knowledge to make a just and equitable o Juniors 
net bargain, throws everything into the lap 
. of chance. : e ‘Primary 
id- Gambling’ is somewhat like theft in 
in that the winner takes from his oppo- \ . Beginners 
vaa nent what that one parts with neither 


‘b’s from benevolence nor for a price. Yet, J 
i Sucre wccus FAITHFUL TO GOD'S WOR 
ae, déed and thus’ is a party to it. It is , 


} 
the element of chance and the effort 
es- Lesson Quarterlies sought and loved by many. Cover every 
| pheno ng bo ys bade te bre mi aS Department and Sollone, the International Lesson topics. 
(ss the bg wert: a8 property under the Also Leaflets and apers. 
-s act gambling at it is. . s e 
ng, | - The Bible Expositor and Illuminator ° 
aos Perhaps four principal aspects will A full and complete Lesson Commentary. 192 —3 
Thy help us to see. what is wrong with gam- Monthly Parts each quarter—768 pages a year. Eac Each Lean 
re? eg - First, eenne : antimoral. - cuiniaisiaiendvanl andl inane comee we verse. A wide vari- 
‘ sacredness of perso operty is 
a recognized the world over. F sin wine ety of valuable suggestions. All the material is Christ-centered. 
+a primitive peoples, where there is no * Write for Sample Lesson 


sense of wrong in plundering an enemy 


we find rigid rules concerning the UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Cleveland, Ohio 











600 (12) * 


“A city set on a hill cannot be hid’’ 


CATSKILL MOUNTAIN 
BIBLE CONFERENCE 


Delaware County - Bloomville, N. Y. 
SEPTEMBER 9 to 16 


— Hear God’s Ambassadors — 
Qeeep James E. Bennet, H. Virgi io Bighosioe M.D., 
W Boeke D.D..Dand L. D. Litt.D.. 
Evangelist Larry M 


A treat in the mountains wo the finest and best at this 
time of the summer. Rates for the whole week $12.00. 
Send for a program. 


Evangelistic — Missionary — Instructive 


“PILGRIM’S PROGRESS” 


Mow Flanob Bun immortal ,more 

Now In Flanoblot aeeshdiy canon tate toe 

Over 100 attractive illustrations, richly colored. Large 62. 

eee peng ny Pa bag ow hm -- 
study groups, etc. ete Flanoblot set 

$a.00t Mewes) 50 chon Order today. 

“"Flenoblot”’ adheres to flanne! board 

esolek Quedadveus Uniform Lessons only $2. 
Descriptive Circular Free on Request 

GOSPEL FOLIO PRESS, Dept. T, Grand Rapids 3, Mich. 








When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in the Times. 





SEND AND SELL Grocting Cords with TRUE 


CHRISTIAN 


i for new 
Sroantses ba groupe, <7 funds 
te & es io Asscrime A ment of either 
Se inal Birthday, Sick, 
as a gift one of our 


Ld Sorpies roe recluse of each 


TOWN CARD C0. Shepherdstown, Pa., Box 38 


3 Moody ible Snsitule 


San ——} 













types of Christion service. Seven courses. 
Write for details Dept. S$ 1036 


Sees 








= Through the Bible Study 


ES Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
| SySeadertnasteren.tere 


E For Sender, Schools, Bible Clesses, 


Y Missionary Soci 
fgg nm andy Bible Sahoo, faper 
SMossags. and Home 


Samples 15c; 4 grades 50c; “set $2.40 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas,Texas 











PRAYER 
MEETING 
TOPICS 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


us up with God? . We don’t know much 
about that, but the Lord Jesus said that 
little children’s angels “always behold 
the face of my Father which is in 
heaven” (Matt. 18:10). 

Jacob had no Bible. So God spoke 
to him directly in his dream, and made 
him some promises, some very generous 
and encouraging promises. One was that 
Jacob should have all this country. An- 
other was that God would be with him 
and take care of him in the new places 
to which he*was going. “Behold, I am 
with thee, and will keep thee ... 
whither thou goest” (Gen. 28:15, Mem- 
ory Verse). Wasn’t God good to such 
a mean, tricky fellow as Jacob? 

Has God ever made you any prom- 
ises? Think of some. We don’t need 
God speaking out of Heaven to make 
us promises. The Lord Jesus, who was 
God, came and lived,on earth and told 
us what God would say. Then He died 
on the cross that we might have the 
right to the wonderful land of Heaven. 
We have the Bible, which is God speak- 
ing to us. But sometimes we don’t care 
enough to read it. Perhaps some of 
us are smart and tricky like Jacob. 
Here’s a promise in Isaiah 1:18 Here 
is the Lord Jesus’ own promise of 
Heaven in John 14:2, 3, and of His ever 
being with us while traveling through 
this life on earth in Matthew 28: 20b. 

How surprised Jacob was when he 
woke up, the Bible tells in Genesis 28: 
16. Would you be surprised to realize 
God is right here today in this place! 
He surely is, though you don’t see Him. 
I think we might draw and cut around 
a ladder to remind us of Jacob’s dis- 
covering that God was right with him 
out in that strange, stony place. Let’s 
plan a ladder the right size to spell the 
word “prayer.” (Let someone try at the 
blackboard to see how many rungs are 
necessary to print one letter of the word 
in the space between each rung. Then 
the children may draw a ladder on 
paper, to take home. On the reverse 
they may write the Memory Verse or 
some other promise verse they may 
prefer.) 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
A MAN In Trovuslte Meets Gop 


HARACTERS in God’s Word tell us 

what we and our neighbors are like, 
helping us to understand ourselves and 
be a blessing to others. Notice. Esau 
who was so anxious to satisfy his tem- 
porary, physical appetites that he de- 
spised and sold his birthright that would 
bring rich and lasting joy. Jacob, child 
of God’s promise (Gen. 25:23), and the 
one who subtly had purchased the birth- 
right; deceived his blind father in order 
to obtain the blessing. Esau was eager 
to -gratify his flesh (Col. 3:5); .Jacob 
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was too ambitious for the promised 
blessings to be willing to wait until God 
would bring them to him in a legitimate 
way (Phil. 4:6, 7). As a result, neither 
of these boys had peace. Esau was ready 
to kill; and Jacob, afraid for his life, 
had to run away from home to escape 
his brother’s wrath. What did they need 
more than anything else? They needed 
peace, which could come only through 
a. sense of sins forgiven in the case of 
each one of them, and fellowship with 
God against whom their sins were orig- 
inally committed. 

Have you known anyone who got her- 
self into trouble because of deceit? A 
young girl we know has,-through deceit- 
ful correspondence, brought a lot of 
grief to herself and others, and when 
she was discovered in this deception, 
it was impossible to “alibi” her way out. 
She had to face the consequences and 
suffer. What did she need more than 
anything. else? She was ashamed and 
angry with herself, and afraid that the 
friends who came to help her were pry- 


ing into her secrets. - She needed a sense’ 


of forgiveness, and to have the fear of 
those she had wronged removed. Can 
a girl who has deceived hope for respect 
and peace of heart? 

How was Jacob restored, and how did 
he gain a new goal in life? His mother 
and father, who continued to love him 
through all his sins, sent him away from 
home.for several reasons: he must take 
a wife from the daughters of his mother’s 
brother’s family instead of the heathen 
women who lived near by; he must get 
away from the anger of. his brother; 
and he must go off alone where he could 
meditate and think things through. 

What was the great need of the girl 
who has deceived her friends? “She 
needs to be forgiven for her -sin, and 
to let the love of God penetrate her life, 
and she must be willing to surrender 
her future to Him so that He can guide 


.her ‘into better ways. 


When one is afraid and worried it is 
hard to sleep soundly, but on Jacob’s 
first night away from home he had the 
best night’s sleep of his life. He met 
God! 

We ought always to rely for our guid- 
arice upon the Bible, and the quiet in- 
spiration of the Holy Spirit, and whether 
our predicaments aré as acute"as Jacob’s 
or not, we need definite comfort for 
sorrow, or instant leading in some urideér- 
taking, and God always makes His pres- 
‘ence and wishes known. 
~ Jacob. must have felt very small. as 
he looked upon this vision, _When he 
approached his father for the blessing, 
he had not stopped to consider God's 
glory, but -had- gone after his desires 
simply because he wanted: them. Why. 
do -we strive for ‘the things v we desire? 
(John “14: 13.)- : 

* Jacob's dedication makes a splendid 
‘program for young people in these 
“duration days”: het 
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He was aware of the Lofrd’s reality 
(Psa. 46). 

He had a foretaste of Heaven (John 
14:1-3). 

He had assurance of angelic protection 
(Psa. 91:11, 12). 

He believed that his need would be 
supplied (Phil. 4:19). 

He looked forward to reunion with 
friends and family (Deut. 31:8). 
. He dedicated his future business to 
God (1 Cor. 16:2). 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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What’s Wrong with Gambling? 
(Exod. 20:15; Prov. 16:8; 26:18, 19) 


N ORDER that we may see clearly 
the wrong in gambling, it is im- 

portant that we should understand 
clearly what gambling is. In its final 
analysis, gambling is a transference of 
property, whether that property be 
money or possessions, based on pure 
chance, or as near pure chance as it 
is possible-to achieve. 

Gambling somewhat resembles a free 
gift, an exchange, and a theft. Yet in 
certain respects it differs from all these. 

It resembles a free gift because the 
loser gets no return from the winner. 
But, unlike giving, there is no benevo- 
lence involved. : 

Gambling is somewhat like exchange, 
as-ernployed in business, because there 
is an agreement -or- contract between 
two persons, and some advance. the fal- 
lacious argument that the.loser in gam- 
bling.is paying for. the pleasure. of ex- 
citement- and for the. chance. of win- 
ning. However, gambling is. unlike ex- 
change or business in that each_ party, 
instead of employing all his skill. and 
knowledge to make a just and equitable 
bargain, throws everything into the lap 
of chance. © 

Gambling’ is somewhat like theft. in 
that the winner takes from his oppo- 
nent what that one parts with neither 
from benevolence nor for a price. Yet, 
unlike theft, the loser consents to the 
déed and thus‘ is a_party to it, It is 
the. element of chance and the effort 
to make chance as large an element as 
possible in the transaction that makes 
the transference of property under the 
act of gambling what it is. 


8 
Perhaps four principal aspects -will 
help us.to see. what is wrong with gam- 


bling. -First, gambling. is -antimoral. - 


The sacredness of personal: property is 
recognized the world over. Even among 
primitive peoples, where. there is no 
sense of wrong in plundering an enemy, 
we find rigid rules concerning the 
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sacredness of property within the tribe 
or nation. To transfer property the 
principle of chance strikes at the very 
foundation of this fundamental right of 
ownership. It destroys benevolence, for 
there is no desire that your opponent 
should have what is yours. It destroys 
gratitude, for there is no sense of grati- 
tude when your opponent’s possgssions 
have become yours by chance. It sur- 
renders the will and the reason, because 
the will has no\voice in deciding the 
issue and reason is forsaken just as much 
as possible, in order to make the element 
of chance supreme. 


wg 

Gambling is antisocial. It is the means 
of obtaining pleasure at the cost of an- 
other’s pain. Unlike sacrifice, which also 
involves pleasure at the cost of another, 
there is no love and wisdom and glad 
surrender on one side, and no gratitude 
and respect and trust on the other, as 
there is in the case of sacrifice. There 
is only selfish gratification of desire and 
the love of chance for its own sake. 
Furthermore, it should not be difficult 
for us to see that gambling destroys con- 
fidence and respect in commercial life, 
and kills love and sympathy and respon- 
sibility in the family life as is evidénced 
by thousands of homes and families that 
are ruined every year because of those 
who squander the money that either be- 
longs to or should be shared by loved 
ones and should go for the support of 
the home. 

bd 


Gambling is anti-economic. We fre- 
quently hear from those who favor 
gambling the argument that there is no 
difference between the gambler and the 
merchant or the farmer, or the pur- 
chaser of stocks for investment. They 
tell us that the buying of wheat or oil 
stocks in the hope of an increase is no 
different from placing money upon a 


certain horse at the race track, or upon: 


the turn of a card at the gaming table. 
They tell us that a farmer must take 
chances on the weather, on the disease 
of his cattle, and on many other things. 
And,‘on first glance, these arguments 
seem to have weight. 

However, the great difference be- 
tween gambling and honest business 
enterprise is again the element of chance. 
The merchant who buys goods at the 
prospect of selling them for a profit, the 
purchaser of stocks for investment, and 
the farmer all use their reason and their 


honest~efforts to eliminate, just as far . 


as is humanly possible, the elemenit: of 
chance in their transactions. The in- 
vestor wants to know the soundness of 
the stock thaf*he is about to buy. He 
studies the market or secures profes- 
sional counsel as to the possibility of a 
rise and seeks to avoid every possible 
risk.e The farmer turns to the? agricul- 
tural college to learn how best to raise 
his crops and to care for his herd. He 
studies the weather and by hard werk 


August 4, 1945 


seeks to eliminate chance wherever pos- 
sible. On the other hand, the gambler 
invites and encourages chance. The 
greater the chance the more he is de- 
lighted and the greater is his thrill. He 
seeks by every means he knows to make 
it impossible either for himself to con- 
trol or to have anyone else control the 
element of chance in his transaction. 


b 

Finally, as Christians, we should see 
clearly that gambling is antichristian. 
God has given to man the great gift of 
reason and self-control. His Word 
plainly teaches us it is sinful for us to 
turn over to anyone or anything, other 
than God Himself, the control of these 
selves of ours. When we yield our- 
selves as our reason, or our wills, or 
our acts to anything other than to God 
Himself we are practicing idolatry, for 
we are putting something else in the 
place that alone belongs to Him. 


It makes no difference whether the 
temptation to gamble comes to us in 
the form of cards, or betting, or slot 
machines, or whether temptation comes 
in the more subtle forms of suit clubs, 
blanket clubs, stocking clubs, or chances 
on a bicycle, or on an automobile, or 
matching pennies. Our responsibility. 
as followers of the Lord Jesus Christ is 
to have nothing to do with the vicious 
practice that dishonors God, dishonors 
our highest and best nature, and takes 
its place with those other vices that 
ruin character and honor, and break 
hearts and destroy homes. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Hints From the Hebrew 
(Continued from page 593) 


cited above. Both ’en and yesh stress 
substantiality: real NO; real YES. 


Verse 18.—Rose up early. Hebrew has 
shakham: “to make an early start.” 


Had put for his pillows. Hebrew reads 
sam mera’ashothaw: “had placed at his 
head.” 


Pillar. Derived from natzabh (“to take 
one’s stand”), it means “a standing 
place; a garrison,” 

Oil is shemen: the “fatness” and “rich- 
ness” of food; the “fertility” of land; the 
“oil” of the olive tree. Hebrew says: 
“he poured oil on its (the stone’s) head !” 


Verse 19.—But.. Hebrew has ’ulam: 
“whether not; but perhaps.” Bethel is 
not definitely identified as the former 
site of Luz. Bethel is “house of God”; 
Luz is “perversion.” 


Verse: 20.—With me.. Hebrew is ‘im- 
madhi, from ‘amadh: “to stand by; to 
confide in; to defend.” “Ifthe Lord will 
be my Stand-by!” The following “keep” 
is shamar: “guard; protect.” 


Raiment. Strixingly enough, this noun 
is derived from baghadh: “to deal falsely 
and treacherously; to act covertly.” It 
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is a cloak, a garment; but also a “céver- 
ing” of treachery ! 

Verse 21.—So that ... then. In both 
instances Hebrew has simply “and.” In 
view of the “if’ (im) of verse 20, “so 
that” should read “then,” and “then” 
should read “and”: “If God will be my 
Stand-by ... then I shall return... 
and Jehovah shall be my God.” 

*Verse 22.—I will surely give the tenth. 
Hebrew has ‘asser ’a‘asserennu: “a tenth 
I shall tenth.” Observe that God gives 
the ten tenths, and that Jacob returns 
one tenth. 





For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible he ba the International 
Lessons, y the International 


Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
August 13 to 19 
Mon.—Genesis 28:1-5. Isaac Blesses Jacob. 
Prayer Succestions: “And Isaac called 


Jacob and blessed him.” Jacob sought 
by deceit what God later gave him as 





a gift. Isaac, in keepirig with the prom- 


ises of God, blessed Jacob, and warned 
him. We, too, are blessed and warned. 
Rejoice over mercies, but be careful to 
keep the way of blessing. God’s “paths 
drop fatness.” Be careful to keep them. 
Pray for the Montrose Bible-Conference, 
Montrose, Pa. 

Tues.—Genesis 28:10-16. At Nighttime. 

. Prayer Succestions: “He lighted upon’ 
a certain place, and tarried there all 
night, because the sun was set; and he 
took of the stones of that place, and 


put them for his pillows, and lay down. 
Nighttime is: 


in that place to sleep.” 
a time for rest; and often a period of 
meditation. God used it to reveal Him- 


self to Jacob, Solomon,. and; Zechariaka, 
Night has: its blessings{ and. perils, , its. « 
songs as ‘well as groans, its revela-: , 


tions | and : restorations; - prayers, . and -, 
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MES- (Lesson: for Aug. 19) Aug. 4, 1945, 


praises. Pray for all summer Bible 
conferences. 


Wed.—Genesis 28:18-22. Jacob’s Vow te God, 
Prayer Svuccestions: “And Jacob 
vowed a vow.” Affliction is oftem the 
mother of good vows. Trouble brings 
conscience into action and makes one 
remember God. Duty neglected also is 
high-lighted by soul distress. Vows at 
such times are usually made by serious 
people. But vows are good only when 
they are kept. God has no»pleasure in 
folks who break their good promises. 
Make and keep vows. But let your “yea 
be yea.” Pray for the North Mountain 
Bible Conference, Red Rock, Pa. (Write 
Box 22, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.) 
Thurs.—1 John 2:7-11. Walking in the Light. 
Prayer Succestions: “The true light 
now shineth.” Christ is your light. If 
you walk with Him in the light of His 
Word, in love to Him and to mankind, 
you will be well in soul and blessed in 
life. But, alas, many children of light 
are walking in darkness. “He that 
hateth his brother is in darkness, and 
walketh in darkness” (v. 11). Pray for 
the Bethanna Bible and Missionary Con- 
ference, Bethanna, Southampton, Pa. 
Fri.—John 15:1-7, Abiding in Christ. 
Prayer Succestions: “The branch can- 
not bear frui of itself, except it abide 
in the vine.” Christ is the true Vine, 
and true believers are the branches. But 
Christ may be professed without union 
with Him. And many real Christians 
labor without fellowship with the Lord. 
This explains why so much that does 
not bear fruit is done by earnest people. 
No life can be really happy and fruit- 
ful unless it is constantly living within 
the blessed will of Christ. Pray for 
willingness to do God’s will. 
Sat.—Psalm 384:1-7. God Our Deliverer. 
Prayer Succestions: “The angel of the 
Lord encampeth round about them that 
fear him, and delivereth them.” God 
kindly gets His children out of many 
bad fixes. He breaks snares; unsprings 
traps; opens the net, and unbolts the 


‘prison house of affliction. He gets us 


out of many tight places. Praise the 
Lord for His goodness upon every re- 
membrance of the same. Pray for an 
eye that can quickly detect the tokens 
of his love, : 
Sun.—Psalm 46:1-7. God Our Refuge, ‘ 
Prayer Succestions: “God is our 
refuge.” He is our safety. He pro- 
vides escape from our relentless pur- 
suing enemy, Satan. He is our hiding 
place from trouble; our shelter from 
the storms of life; a shadow from the 
heat, and secure abode from the 
power of darkness. 


God is the Refuge of his saints 
When storms of sharp distress invade; 
Ere we can offer our complaints, 
‘Behold Him present with His aid ! 


Isaac Watts. 


Pray for a singing heart because of 
what God is to your soul. 
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